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LYCEUM. 

Dr. WEstLAND Marston’s vew play entitled 
“ Life for Life,” brought out at this theatre ov 
Saturday last, has proved a great hit, being in 
every respect successful. It is long since a 
drama healthier, stronger, and nobler, io all 
respects, has been put upon the stage ; and long 
since a triumph has been wou which, like this, 
public and author may view with equal satisfac- 
tion. Miss Neilson, who re-appeared in Lon- 
don, displayed as the heroine those ripe powers 
and that tragic fire which render her career so 
full of interest to all who care for the highest 
interest of the stage. The other parts were 
most ably filled byf Messrs Hermann Vezin, 
Coghlan, Jordan, and Mesdames Sidney, Le 
There, Marion, and Montague. At the end of 
each act the curtain was lifted and the principal 
actors were summoned. At the close the author 
appeared in answer to a vehement’ call. The 
audience, which crowded the house, was one of 
the most brilliant, as regards the celebrity of 
those composing it, that any similar occasion 
has attracted. ‘The proprietor, Mr E. T, Smith, 
has spared neither expense in scenery or of 
dressing to make the whole a complete novelty, 





DRURY LANE. 

THE proprietor (Mr Chatterton) has been 
most active for the last month in providing 
novelty. We have had “ Macbeth,” ‘ Othello,” 
and * ‘I'he School for Scandal,” with a variety 
of afterpieces, splendid ballets, and numerous 
farces. The characters in the tragedies have 
been alternately divided between Mr Phelps and 
Mr C. Dillon, the latter tragedian having made 
& great impression on the playgoing public. 
Miss Amy Sedgwick in the part of Lady Teazle 
has been a great draw; indeed, she stands alone 
in high genteel comedy. The theatre has been 
crowded nightly, and we are sorry to find that 
this week and next will be the close of the 
present season. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 


On Saturday night Mr Felix Rogers, the 
well-known actor in burlesque, took a farewell 


benefit at this theatre, being destined for the 
United States. The programme consisted of 
“ Rip Van Winkle,” “Oliver Twist,” ‘ Borrowed 
Plumes,” “ Siamese Twins,” and an excellent 
concert. 

We should have liked to have seen a larger 
audience present, but we must account for it by 
the time of notice being so very short. 

The beneficiare exerted himself in a most 
praiseworthy manner, having taken parts in the 
three first pieces. lie was most ably assisted 
in the first drama by Mr D. Evans avd Miss R. 
Vacey, who contributed very largely in amusing 


the audience, 


The first act of the noted drama of “ Oliver 


Twist” went off with ecldt, aud here again Miss 


Rosetta Vacey was seen to great advantage, 
displaying as she did very considerable vesatile 
talent. Messrs Furtado, Leander, &c., lent their 
powerful aid, and a youth of the name of Dunn 
showed evident signs of intellect in the part of 
Bates, and bids fair to become a youthful actor 
in such parts. However, the cream of the 
night’s entertainment was the concert, Mr 
Bridgeford sang the “Lost Child” very 
humorously, and Mr Rogers and Madame Sher- 
man sang a duet very pleasingly. Miss R. 
Collins, the well-known violinist, displayed 
wonderful ability in a solo with variations, and 
was encored, Miss R. Isaacs sung with her 
usual artistic ability, and was enthusiastically 
encored. A Miss Jessie made her first appear- 
ance before the public as a concert singer; she 
appears to be very young; her person is very 
much in ber favour, she having a good figure 
and of ladylike deportment, with pleasing and 
expressive features, Her voice is sweet aud 
flexible, and she sang with feeling and good 
articulation. She was evidently nervous at first, 
but being encored she gained more confidence, 
and no doubt with practice will gain great 
favour with the public, The debét must be cou- 
sidered a success. She ought to have sung 
before the old professionals, and not at the fag 
end of the concert. It was a great disadvan- 
tage. The whole of the entertainment appeared 
to give general satisfaction. 
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POPULAR ACTRESSES.—XI. 


HANNAH PRITOHARD. 

Tus lady, when Miss Vaughan, made her 
debit at the Haymarket in one of Fielding’s 
pieces, about the year 1730. In 1733 she 
appeared as Berlina, in the ‘ Mother-in-law ;” 
little was thought then of her acting, but her 
person, young and slender, ber attractive coun- 
tenance, which ‘ beat an alarm to love,’ charmed 
every one, and the public congratulated them- 
selves on seeing a rising genius capable of con- 
soling them for the loss of their favourite, Old- 
field. She established herself in popular favour 
by her enactment of Rosalind at Drury Lane. 
In sprightly characters she had no superior; 
yet as Zara, Merope, Creusa, and Queen Katha- 
rine she has seldom been surpassed. Neither 
her person (which soon lost its slimness) nor 
her manner were sufficiently elegant for the 
high-bred woman of fashion. As Beatrice, 
Berinthia, Lady Brute, or Mrs Sullen, or parts 
of intrigue, gaiety, and mirth, she was inimitable. 
In scolds and viragos she bad a powerful rival 
in Kitty Clive, who, however, was inferior to 
her aa Mrs Termagant and Mrs Oakley. Mrs 
Pritchard left the stage in 1768, as Lady Mac- 
beth, Garrick playing Macbeth. He wrote a 
farewell epilogue for her, which she delivered 
with sobs and tears, and retired amidst the re- 
grets of an audience more than commonly 
numerous, although the prices were doubled, 
In tragedy she had two defects ; her expression 
of grief was too loud and profuse, and there was 
a deficiency of grace in her manner; this was 
Observable in her Volumina. Mrs Pritchard 
retired in consequence of au intimation that a 
Jegacy had been left her, which would enable 
her to live in affluence. The will was, however, 
disputed. Mrs Pritchard did not live long after 
her disappointment ; she died at Bath from an 
accident to her foot four months after her retire- 
ment, in August 1768. Her private character is 
said to have been amiable, and free from blame. 
She had well-earned repose after thirty-five 
years of arduous labour, and left an irreproach- 
able name to her children, She originated every 
variety of character,,from Selinato Tag,in ‘‘Miss 
in her Teens ;” from Mrs Beverley to Clarinda in 
the “Wedding Day.” Artificial ladies like 
Clarissa and Lady Dainty, and leaders of the ton, 
like Lady Townley and Lady Betty, were admi- 
rably adapted to her style ; however voluble 
her enunciation, the audience never lost a sylla- 
ble of it. Mrs Pritchard and Mrs Abington were 
selected to represent the comic muse, and 
nothing can better indicate their quality and 
merits, In Mrs P.’s Beatrice, and in Mrs Clive’s 
Bizarre (“Inconstant”), Garrick bad an antagon- 
ism on the stage which tested his powers, he 
playing Benedick to the first, and Duretete to 
the second. Each was determined to surpass 
the other—Garrick hated her because her 
Beatrice had more spirit and originality than his 
Benedick. When she played Jane Shore her 
fatness was s0 apparent that to talk of the 

angs of starvation that she felt seemed ridicu- 

ous. Walpole knew her as a neighbour; she 
was occasionally his guest. She had never read 
more of ‘‘Macbeth” than her own part, given her 








in MS., to be got up by heart, by the prompters, 

Dr Johnson called her ‘ the inspired idiot,’ 4 
person who called for her “gownd,” yet whose 
acquired eloquence was beautiful, but how could 
she know anything of the story when Garrick 
played Macbeth in a modern gold-laced suit? 
Nevertheless, the incomparable couple were ag 
triumphant in their anachronisms ag if they had 
correctly dressed the characters. When her 
daughter appeared as Juliet, Mrs Pritchard 
as Lady Capulet, led her on the stage. The 
situations in which they are placed were s0 
naturally rendered, that many of the audience 
were moved to tears. Her “Give me the dag- 
ger’ on the night of her farewell, and her ‘Are 
you a man?’ were grand; such another intel. 
lectual treat was not looked for in that genera. 
tion, Some admirers of Mrs Siddons missed in 
her Lady Macbeth the compass and melody of 
Mrs Pritchard’s. In the sleep-walking scene 
Mrs Siddons was inferior, so thought Lord Har. 
court, her friend. In another scene, Mrs P. 
was thought superior. When Macbeth says 
‘““ If we fail” Mrs S. answered “ We fail.” But 
Mrs P. adhered to the old punctuation, the 
query,“ We fail?” Surely the former is the 
correct reading. Mrs Siddons did not displace 
Mrs Pritchard, as The Times said, for the for- 
mer could never approach her in versatility, 
Mrs Siddons was dreary when she strove to be 
comic. Mrs Siddons was a tragic actress only, 
Few actresses havejplayed such a varied round 
of characters as Mrs Pritchard. 





THE FOOL IN “LEAR.” 


Berorz I say a word on what is uppermost in 
my mind, please to notice that in “The Humbug 
Papers” I wrote the Fool in Lear, not in Leah, 
(the piece in which we have seen Miss Bateman 
and Miss Heraud). How well Miss Marshall 
(clever little Miss Marshall) used to play the 
Fool to Macready’s mad king! I always think 
it the second part in that tremendous tragedy, 
Even by the side of that Titanic conception of 
the great poet—“ finer than genius ever stamped 
on the antique gems,” the fool is important. 
How pathetic even the wit of the king’s jester! 
The “ Fool” is often wise, and hides his sad- 
ness by a sarcasm. A sort of tender irony 
underlies the subtle conception. 

To give such a part toa low comedian is a 
great mistake. It is a part in which the pathos 
lies so deep that a common intellect hardly 
grasps it. What mistakes we bear of in the 
history of the stage! Shylock was acted by 4 
low buffoon before Macklin delineated the Jew 
that the author “drew,” and extorted the eulogy 
of Pope. The Fool and the veal Lear (not the 
Lear that Garrick acted) must be studied again 
and again by those who would “read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest.” I think it is the 
completest of all trayedies—the most perfect 
work of art and genius in the world. Hamid 
may be the most sublime and wonderful of con- 
ceptions ; but the madness of the old king is 
simply a miracle; and how marvellously it 
stands out—contrasted by the feigned insanity 
of Edgar and the mournful jests of the * Fool!” 

THACKERAY JUNIOR, 
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IPSWICH THEATRE. 

A Few nights since Bera found himself in the 
Theatre Royal, Ipswich, where he had an oppor- 
tunity of indicating to his two youthful sons the 
way in which their ideas should—or perhaps 
should not—shoot. The horrid piece of ‘* The 
Bottle,” in which Mr Carle and Miss Paget acted, 
was fairly performed. Miss Paget, who is in 
management, has a respectable company, but her 
visitors and patrons are decidedly low; and 
smoking—although prohibited—is carried on in 
the pit, a serious and disgusting nuisance, in 
itself quite sufficient to account for the scantiness 
of the members present in the house. 

It was at Ipswich Garrick made his debut in the 
partof Richard. He would sigh if he were alive 
to see the class of entertainments in vogue among 
us (for the afterpiece, the burlesque of ‘ Black- 
eyed Susan” is trash!) The talent of Miss Paget 
and some of the members of her company is 
adequate to the sustentation of far better pieces 
than “* The Bottle” and the burlesque referred to. 
What;possible advantage, mora], or intellectual, 
can be derived from the representation of pieces 
which appeal to nothing noble and truly emotional 
inus? “ The Bottle” must have been fabricated, 
one would think, by a converted ranter with a 
“ Black- 
eyed Susan,” inits burlesque form at any rate, 
quite obliterates the effect of the nauseous pbysic 
preceding it. Again and again Bera must pro- 
test against such performances, which certainly 
afford a pretext for those rigid moralists who 
affect to think that the Drama is an obsolete and 
adebaeing institute. 





Prince Arthur and Princess Louise and suite 
visited the Adelphi on Wednesday evening. 

The Princess Teck and the Duke of Cambridge 
visited the Prince of Wales’s Theatre on 
Monday. 

Miss Marriott sails for America on Wednesday 
(to-day. ) 

Mr Southern and Miss Ada Cavendish will shortly 
“a0 at the Haymarket in “ The Captain of the 

atch.” 


The antipodean friends and admirers of the 
ate G. V. Brooke have managed to bring off 
successfully a series of amateur theatrical per- 
ormances, from which they realised a sum of 
£200 For this amount they commissioned Mr 

. Summers to execute a bust ofthe late tragedian. 
Mr Summers performed his task in London, and 
he bust arrived safely in Melbourne. On Decem- 
ber 29th it was presented to the trustees of the 
Public Library and Museum of Art, the ceremony 
being attended by about forty press men. 


Mr J. L. Toole takes his benefit at the Queen’s 
Theatre on Friday next, on which occasion, in 
idition to Mr Watts Phillips’s drama of ‘* Not 
fuilty,” “ The Steeple Chase,” and “ Our Clerks ” 
ill be produced. Mr Toole has our heartiest good 
ishes. The following Monday Mr Lionel Brough 
kes his benefit, and on the Friday subsequent 
t Henry Irving. On the last-named occasion 
‘Plot and Passion” will be revived. Mrs Hermann 
Vezin has kindly promised her invaluable assis- 
ace. 















HIGH TRAGIC ACTING. 


The late Samuel Butler, the ‘tall tragedian,” 
once told my friend, John Watkins—author of 
“Griselda” —that he thought Edmund Kean was 
too much of a “tiger” in his style. John Wat- 
kins was an intense admirer of Kean, and dis- 
agreed about him with Butler. SoI daresay J 
should have disagreed; I like the intense some- 
times. Edmund Kean did not really “tear a 
passion to rags” for the sake of applause; but 
how tame tragic acting is now in comparison with 
his !—Macready was less terrific, and more 
metaphysical in his style, as critics agree, than 
Kean. His amount of study must have been 
wonderful. That he admired Kean (in spite of 
himself) seems to be a fact. Young wasa con- 
trast to Kean, and was nota mere copyist of 
Kemble. Charles Kemble cannot be called a 
great tragedian, but he was a fine actor in his 
line, and many there were who considered his 
Falconbridge, Cassio, Mare Antony, George 
Barnwell, and Mercutio matchless. 

Vandenhoff in his attempt to reach the highest 
point of tragedy was not always, fortunate; but 
his Creon and Adrastus were noble delineations. 
Phelps was two degrees inferior to Vandenhoff in 
the highest range of histrionie art, 

As for some of those who now strut and fret 
their hour upon the stage, I forbear to characterise 
their efforts as beneath criticism. 

Bera. 








ANECDOTE oF THE Empress oF AUSTRIA.— 
At a arecent visit to the industrial Exhibition 
at Heitzing, near Vienna, the Empress of 
Austria evinced a great interest in the tobacco 
department. After having carefully inspected 
the various sort of leaves and the manufacture 
of cigars, her Majesty suddenly stopped, and 
addressing Herr Crutch, said, ‘‘ Do you know 
what would interest me most to see? I 
should liketo become acquainted with the 
manufacture of‘ Virginia’ cigars, and with the 
leaves that are used for them.” The Empress’s 
wish was instantly complied with. She ex- 
amined carefully the leaves and attentively 
watched the making of acigarofthem. After 
this was finished, the Empress, in thanking 
her attendants, said, “ Now, gentlemen, IL 
will tell you why I took such a great interest 
in the Virginians—the Emperor always smokes 
this sort.” 


It is reported that the Holborn Theatre will be 
openedin May under the management of Mr Barry 
Sullivan who intends producing plays of the legiti- 
mate school. 

Mr J. L. Toole has been engaged by Mr Douglass 
for the Standard and will appear at Easter in 
“ Dearer than Life” and a farce. Mr Toole 
will be followed by Mr Sims Reeves and other 
celebrities. 

The waiters and servants at the Philharmonic 
Hall presented to Mr Samuel Adams a diamond 
ring in testimony of their regard for the many 
favours they have received from so respected aa 





employer. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 

Notice To Secretaries or AmatreuR DRAMATIC 
Civrs.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for'the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

PgRFoRMANCES.—We must request the favour of all 
admissions being forwarded as early as possible. 
It frequently happens through procrastination on 
this point that we have previously made arrange- 
ments with our coadjutors for the evening, and ia 
some cases it has happened that the Tickets have 
not arrived until after the performance. In no 
case can we guarantee a notice being inserted un- 
less the Tickets pass through the offico into the 
hands of the Editor in the proper course. Instan- 
ces have happened where notices forwarded to us 
have been admitted, but we cannot of course 

arantee that such remarks are psrfectly indepen- 
ent and free from partizanship. 

J. Martzvon.—We do not altogether understand 
your question. If you promised to take part in 
the performance and met the parties, and then 
declined, you ought to give a reason why you de- 
clined to act. 

Joy.—A letter addressed Ampthill-square, Regent’s 
Park, willreach Mr H. Betty. 

P. 8.— We must decline the insertion of the letter 
for certain reasons. 

Wapr.—Will hear from us when he little expects it. 

Amateur.—The Stage departed from any further 
contention with amateurs a month ago. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines ls. Od. 
Eight . ‘ " . m " ls. 6d. 
Twelve . Pe ® ‘ ° ‘ 2s. Od, 
Twenty . ° . . . . 2s. 6d. 
Across the back . 1s .extra. 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Agents for the sale of the 
Journal.’’ 
Vickers, 317, Strand. 
Lacy, 89, Strand. 
Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road. 
Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 
Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 
Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho. 
Hopcroft, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn. 
King, Arlington Street, Islington. 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Potter, St John’s Street Road, 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
Dix, King’s Cross Road. 
Cox, Drury Lane. 
Bell, St John’s Street Road. 
Sheard, 7, St. John-street, Smithfield. 
James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 
Walters, Bell-yard, Temple Bar. 
B. W. Watkins, 53, Cirencaster-place, Portland-rd. 
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MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
THE DRAMA. 
BY “GAMMA.” 
CHAPTER III. 
Mr Macready became the mavager of Covent 
Garden Theatre, and opeved that great National 


** Theatrical 








playhouse on the 30th September, 1837, with a 
magnificent revival of Shakespeare’s poetical and 
pastoral play of “The Winter’s Tale,” the lessee 
playing his: favourite character of Leontes, in 
which portraiture many Othello-like touches 
might be traced, and Miss H. Faucit, one of the 
best actresses in that line of character that we 
have ever had, the Hermione. It was in this 
Season that that most popular stage production 
(styled by the poet Bunn, a red-hot melodrama) 
“The Lady of Lyons,” was proiuced. Those who 
have read Lord Lytton’s prefatorial remarks con- 
cerning his dramatic chef d'euvre will recollect 
how he expressed his high sense of the care with 
which it was put on the stage, and his obligations 
to the manager who neglected no detail to make 
it a perfect representation, and to the actor who 
realized and exalted every design of the author, 
Nor is he less indebted to Miss Helen Faucit, 
who personated Pauline with so much power and 
pathos. Poor Eiton’s Beauseant was a remark- 
ably intelligent and forcible piece of acting and 
Meadows’s Glavis was rich and unctuous. Mrs 
W.Clifford’s Madame Deschappelles was the finest 
ever seen on any theatre, and Bartley’s Damas 
was a hale, biuff, jolly presentment of the gallant 
general, 

“William Tell,” adapted to dl gran maestros 
music, served to introduce Mr Macready in a 
part in which he was unapproeched. It is im- 
possible to forget the breathless suspense in which 
the spectators sat during the awful ten minutes 
that the actor claimed for the effect he wished 
to produce on them before shooting the apple 
that rested on his son’s head. It was one of the 
most painful stage sensations I can recollect; toa 
boy’s sensitive nature it was exquisitely painful. 
“Rob Roy” by many considered, especially by 
his detractors, to be Macready’s best character, 
was produced with much success, but one of the 
most startling revivals was the great historical 
play of “Henry V,” his Harry of Monmouth, 
being, like all his assumptions, earnest, vigorous 
and masterly. Mr Vandenhoff, that grand classic 
actor and magnificent elocutionist, was specially 
retained for the delivery of the lines of the 
chorus in the entr’actes, which, by the way, were 
illustrated by most exquisite panoramas from the 
brush of Stanfield. A better Welshman was 
never seen on the stage than Meadows’ Fluellyn. 
If Macready was not an adept in the art fof melli- 
fluous wooing, he, at any rate, knew how to make 
love as a soldier—his gallant courtship to 
Katharine of France, the manly way iu which be 
won the heart of the fair princess — 

‘** Will you vouchsafe to teach a soldier terms, 

Such as will enter at a lady’s ear, 

And plead his love-suit to her gentle heart?” 
Were strikingly illustrative of the actor's superiot 
intellectual endowments and the consciousness 0! 
his innate virile powers. Perhaps a better Pistd 
never trod the boards than George Bennett, 
whose “All hell shall stir for this” was the acme 
of burlesque sublimity. The cudgelling and leek 
eating business was indeed most excellent fooling 
“As you like it” was another charming revival 
with H. Faucit as Rosalind, Anderson Orlando, 
and Macready ws Jaques, Harley’s Touchstone 
too, a genuine piece of Shaksperian humor; it 
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presented with a fidelity rarely seen on the 
e. The wrestling scene was like a tourna- 
ment in point of show, fair ladies and cavaliers 
out of number assembling to witness the contest. 
urning to the classic drama of antiquity we may | 
enumerate “Coriolanus” (never a very popular 
tragedy), “Julius Cesar,” gloriously acted by 
Macready, Vandenhoff and Charles Kemble, as 
Brotus, Cassius, and Antony, with Bartley as 
Casca; afterward not quite so good with Phelps as 
Cassius and Anderson Antony; Talfourd’s “Ton” 
and “The Athenian Captive,” the latter almost a 
failure, but “Ion” tolerably successful, Vanden- 
hoff’s splendid delineation of Adrastus greatly 
contributing to the strengthof the cast. ‘The 
gorgeous Venetian plays of “Marino Faliero” and 
“The T'wo Foscari” met with their sbare of 
patronage, more on account of the merits of the 
acting, and the beauty of the mounting, than for 
the plots, which are deficient in dramatic inte- 
rest. This fault does not apply to ‘‘Woman’s 
Wit,” which, however well acted, did not meet 
with a very good reception from the public— 
certainly not One commensurate with its deserts. 
Of Mr Macready’s wonderfully powerful acting 
as King Lear we do not hesitate to speak in terms 
of rhapsodical admiration; it was something grand 
—sublime. Cooper’s Mad Tom was one of the 
best assumptions of this rugged character that 
the stageshas produced. He was equally guod as 
Kent ; and Miss Faucit’s Cordelia was touching 
in the extreme. The robust and independent 
natures of such men as Cooper, G.Bennett, Ander- 
son, Ryder ard the like, give an aplomb to a 
performance that is singularly valuable—a kind 
of living ballast that keeps the theatric ship in 
yer Naa trim—the weight necessary for its 
safety. 
In all these productions—more strictly crea- 
tions—Mr Macready brought to his task a keen 
artistic sensibility—a masterly judgment—a _ cor- 
rect eye for effect and an autocratic bearing and 
an indomitable self-will that alone could enable 
him to carry out his conceptions and bring them 
to so successful an issue. He would permit no 
trifling at rehearsals, no irreverent talking or 
distractions ; he would frequently place his 
dramatis person on certain pots allotted (and 
sometimes chalked out) to them, and commanded 
them not to stir till they were told; any infrac- 
tion of his orders was met by such forbidding 
looks and stern (and not always polished) rebukes 
that no one dared to disobey him. 
A great change soon began to be perceived and 
felt. The art of the Grieves and Stanfield com- 
menced the creation of a noble gallery of paint- 
ings. The strongest company was collected. By 
frequent and careful rehearsals, the mind of the 
great master was made to pervade the entire 
performance, which it is scarcely hyperbolical to 
say was not acting but nature. Actors co-ope- 
rated, instead of sacrificing the spirit of a scene 
to individual prominence. The public felt the 
harmony and completeness of the representation. 
The houses were crowded. People went to see a 
play. 



















































(To be continued.) 
oe () ne 
Errata.—For Silver Jack the neat read the 


DRAMA RAMPANT OR DRAMA COUCHANT? 


HOW THE CLERGY FIRST HORSED IT, AND THEN PUT IT 
**HORS DE COMBAT,’? AND HOW A DISEASE ORIGINATED 
IN ITS LUNGS, WHICH ANNIHILATED IT ** AB INITIO.” 


The poor Drama, bankrupt and half dead, 
Is houseless, friendless, drifting to decay. 
Ouvp Wun. 
‘The stage is ‘a den of robbers’ and an ‘antechamber % 
hell.’ "—A Divine, A.D. 1867. 


A SATIRICAL ESSAY. 
By B. W. W. 





Cuarrer XVII Continuxp. 


Cottey Cipser, in his dedication to John, 
Duke of Argyle, vide his comedy of ‘* The Care- 
less Husband,” says: ‘The best Criticks have 
long and justly complained that the Coarseness 
of most characters in our late comedies have been 
unfit Entertainments for the People of Quality, 
especially the Ladies. And, therefore, I was long 
in hopes that some able pen (whose expectation 
did not hang upon the Profits of Success) wou’d 
geverously attempt to reform the Town into a 
better Taste than the World generally allows 
them: But nothing of that kind having lately 
appear’d that would give me an Opportunity of 
being wise at another’s Expence, I found it im- 
possible to resist any longer the secret Temptation 
of my Vanity, and so even struck the first Blow 
myself: And the Event has now convinced me 
that whoever sticks closely to Nature can’t easily 
write above the Understanding of the Galleries, 
tho’ he may, at the same time, possibly deserve 
applause of the Boxes.” And, verily, bas not 
this been a truism ever since ? not alone were the 
tastes of the public proverbial in that ‘* merry,” it 
is so in one supposed to be much more enlightened. 
The Prologue to the above-mentioned comedy has 
the following biting satire on the age :— 

Of all the various vices of the age, 

And shoals of Fools exposed upon the Stage, 

How few are lasht that call for Satyr’s Rage ! 

What can you think to see our Plays so full. 

Of madmen, coxcombs, and the driveling Fool ; 

Of cits, of Sharpers, Rakes, and Roaring Bullies, 

Of cheats, of Cuckolds, Aldermen, and Cullies ? 

Wou’d not one swear ’twere taken for a Rule, 

That Satyr’s rod in the Dramatick School 

Was only meant for the incorrigible Fool? 

As if too Vice and Folly were confined 

To the vile scum alone of Human Kind, 

Creatures a Muse shou’d scorn ; such abject Trash 

Deserve not Satyr’s but the Hangman’s lash; 

Wretches so far shut out from sense of shame, 

Newgate or Bedlam only should reclaim. 

Alas! there was angina pectoris and mulligrubs, 
avd no physician skilful enough to cure. Then, 
according to the Epilogue to this comedy* ‘the 
opprest condition of the lab’ring player” was 
matter of sad bewail, as algo of the stage itself. 

ene Ae gee and the stage in chains, 
And English Actors help to swell the Frenchman’s 


ains. 
Like’ Bsop’s crow, the poor outwitted nay 6 
That liv’d on wholsom Plays i’ th’ latter Age, 
Deluded once to sing, ev’n justly serv’d, 

Let fall her Cheese to the Fox’s mouth and starv’d. 
O that our judgment, as your courage has 

Your Fame extended, wou’d assert our Cause, 

That nothing English might submit to Foreign laws; 


* The cast of this comedy included Messrs Powel, 
Cibber, and Wilks ; Mrs Oldfield and Mrs Knight—not- 
withstanding ‘the couchant head’’ of Drama—an 
nevertheless, that it was fast declining in flesh 








next; for aptuness read aptness.—(Sadler’s Wells) 


blood. 
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If we but live to see that joyful day, 
Then of the English Stage we may, 
As of your Honour now, with proper application say. 
Macklin was born in this same reign of Charles 
the swarth—but it mattered little, as he kicked 
in his swaddling clothes, that he would be acting 
in the reign of George the eccentric, when he was 
nearly 102 years of age and still in buskin! It 
was John Dryden—a giant in his day—that was 
to sway the wand of Thalia, and make the names 
of Poet and Dramatist ride on the blast. What 
a pity so elaborate a genius should have been 
ephemeral—that be was “for an age,” and not for 
‘all time.” And what did Steele for,Drama, and 
Addison (as a critic at least, but brief dramatist), 
the unimperishable conceivers of a “ Tatler” and 
a “Spectator "? Lived Drama in such an epoch 
or died it in sarcophagus? At such an epoch, 
too, D’Avenant did service to the wheels of the 
Thespian cart, and took as worthy pupi!, Eliza- 
beth Barry. Colley Cibber was extatic about her, 
and the Cart went rampant. Yes, ye whites, and 
this, notwithstanding Oliver had pointed the 
finger of scorn at the poor muses and the poor 
players. The wheels were greased, the Cart went 
on, but the ride was not to the swift or the merry, 
and still was poor Melpomeme and Thalia 
couchant. This, out and alas! was their ’scutcheon 
and their heraldry. Actors were yet in their 
swaddling clothes, playwrights still lisping. 
————-< 


A new five-act play, by Mr T. W. Robertson, 
entitled “ Dreams,” is in rehearsal at the 
Gaiety, and will be produced at Easter. Mr 
Telbin and Mr Hawes Craven are the scenic 
artists. 

The little blind musical prodigy, Willie Coffmann, 
whose performances on the piano have excited the 
wonder of the many who have witnessed them, 
died (says the “ Richmond Whig”) in that city, 
at Ford’s Hotel,on Friday night, aged three years. 
He performed in Pittsburg on Friday evening, and 
seemed in his usual health, but was taken with 
convulsions in the train on Friday while on route 
to Richmond. where he was to have given another 
exbibition of his wonderful gift. He was born in 
one of the counties near Norwalk city, and gave 
evidence of musical genius when not quite eighteen 
months old, 

Princess Beatrice and suite visited the Princess’s 
Theatre on Thursday. 

A morning performance will be given at Drury 
Lane on Thursday next in aid of the fund for the 
sufferers by the fire at Hull. 


Houi.oway’s §Pitis.—Inrivugenza, Broncurtis, 
Asthma, and kindred complaints too frequently 
present themselves as a fierce and pitiless plague 
at this season of the year, and no less deplorable 
is the fact that with damp days and changing 
temperatures, the digestion impaired, the liver 
disordered, and the mind despondent, unless the 
cause of the irregularity be expelled from the 
blood and body by an alterative like these Pills. 
They go directly to the source of evil, thrust out 
all impurities from the circulation, reduce distem- 
pered organs to their natural state, and correct 
all defective or contaminated secretions. Such 
easy means of instituting health, strength, 
and cheerfulness should be instantly available 
4 check the first symptoms of approaching 

oess. 





ey 


FACET IA. 


MEN OF MARK.—'Tiose who can’t write their om 
Ni ::Cs. 


When is a ship at sea not only on water ?—Whe 
it is on fire. 

LEGAL.—How shonld the limbs of the law 
clothed ?—In breaches of promise. 

Lamb used to say that he could read any kind of 
book except those books which no gentleman’s |. 
brary ought to be without. 

The following ‘‘ notice’’ is posted on a fence ins 
London suburb :—‘‘ Whoever is found trespassing 
on these grounds will be shot and prosecuted.” 


Why are ladies like watches ?—Because they have 
beautiful faces, delicate hands, are more admired 
when full jewelled, and need regulating very often, 


The tar who exclaimed, on visiting Trafal 
Square, ‘‘ By Jove! they have mast-headed the ad- 
miral,”’ did not feel the position so usual in the 
punishment of naval culprits, to be one of honour to 
Nelson. 

A STRONG MAn.—* Mamma” said a little child, 
“is not Mr. Biffles very strong ?””—‘* Why do you 
ask, my dear ?”’ said the mother. ‘‘ Because he said 
he was going to take the steamboat over to Batter. 
sea,’’ replied the child. 

‘** You murder time,” said the leader of the band 
at Drury Lane to Mr. Kemble, who was rehearsing a 
song in Richard Cour de Lion. ‘* Well, if I do,” 
replied the tragedian, ‘I am more merciful than 
you, you are continually beating him.” 

Diderot, during his travels in Russia, expressed 
his surprise in the presence of the empress at the 
dirtiness of the Russians, who were then all serfs, 
‘* Why should they bestow any care on a body which 
does not belong to them ?” replied Catherine. 


Two scavengers were quarrelling as to their res- 
pective working abilities, when one, meaning to 
silence his mate, said, ‘* Well, Bill, you can sweep 
the middle of the street, but you can’t do an orna- 
mental piece of work, like sweeping round a lamp- 
post !” 

A CYPHER.—An exquisitely-dressed young genle- 
man, after buying another seal to dangle about his 

erson, said to the jeweller “‘that he would—ah— 

ike to have—ah—something engraved on it—ah— 
to denote what he was—ah !’’—*‘ Certainly, certain- 
ly,’’ said the tradesman ; I’ll put a cypher on it,” 

A Frenchman who was afflicted with the gout, 
being asked what difference there was between that 
and the rheumatism, ‘‘One very great difference,” 
replied he. ‘Suppose you take one vice, you put 
your finger in, you turn de screw till you bear him 
no longer—dat is de rheumatis ; den, "spose you give 
him one turn more, dat is de gout.’ 

Tue Loss of a £100 Note.—Our-readers 
will remember ‘that during the high wind 
on Saturday 30th January, a lady on oe 
the National Bank had five notes of £100 an 
a £1 note blown out of her bag, and that 
four of the £100 notes were recovered, 
leaving £101 apparently lost and irrecover- 
able. We learn that the remaining £100 
note was found last week by the night 
watchman of the Royal Bank, John Smith, 
in cleaning out the enclosed area at the south 
side of the bank, Register-place, and was 
immediately delivered up to the National 
Bank. The lady has now received the 





note, and rewarded the finder with £3.— 
Scotsman. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
PT)UCKINGHAM Comedy Home ary | meet every Tues- 

day and ae evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President, Mr A. W. 
Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr W. S. B. 
Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr F. Harcourt Sawyer, to whom 
all applications are to be made. 

CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 

day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 
lion-street, Holborn, WC. R. S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, Mr T. E, Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A, Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 

ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every erg even- 
i ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
gquare. All applications respecting the admission of 
newmembers to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 

EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 

ting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 

RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 

Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
to be made to .. Small, jun., Secretary, |6, Albert-road, 


Dalston. 
HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club}jmeets on Friday 
evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
bam Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. - 


Oe—_—_ 


Oricin or Borriep Arte.—If we may 
believe old Fuller, bottled ale, like most 
other great discoveries, owes its origin to 
accident. Alexander Nowell, the reputed 
author of the greater part of the ‘Church 
Catechism,” was a Protestant divine in the 
terrible days of Queen Mary, and an en- 
thusiastic angler. ‘So that,” says Fuller, 
in his usual quaintness, ‘‘ whilst Nowell was 
a-catching of fishes, Bonner was a-catching 
of Nowell.’ Nowell heard of his danger 
while pursuing his favourite sport, and de- 
camped without returning home to make any 
preparation for his flight. In his haste he 
left a bottle of beer on the bank of the 
stream, and on his return, “in the first 
year of England’s deliverance, found no 
bottle but a gun, such was the sound at the 
opening thereof ; ‘and jthis, is believed— 
casualty being the mother of more inventions 
than industry—to be theorigin of bottled beer 
in England.” 





QUEEN’S THEATRE. 

R HENRY IRVING begs to announce his 

BENEFIT on FRIDAY, MARCH 19th. For 

this night only will be produced Mr Tom Taylor’s drama 

of Plot and Passion,” in which Mrs Hermann Vezin 

has kindly consented to appear, in conjunction with 

= Emery, Clayton, Brough, Irving, and J. L. 
ole, 





OYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington, 
andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GAR- 
DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GIOVANNELI.— 
Engagement extraordina’ (for two nights only, 
Tuesday, March 16th, and Wednesday, March 17th) of 
the real Siamese Twins, from the Egyptian Hall; like- 
wise the beautiful Circassian Lady, in conjunction with 
the Nova Scotia Giantess, Miss Anna Swan. Mr Gio- 
vannelli respectfully informs his patrons that, notwith- 
standing, notwithstanding the enormous expense attend- 
ing this monstre engagement, the prices will be, as usual 
One Shilling. Private entrance for carriages open in 
Park Road, on this occasion only. Box-office open from 
ten to four. Secure your seats immediately, for every 
one should see these marvels of the world, as they 
will shortly leave London for Paris. 

GREAT SUCCESS of H. C. Hazlewood’s great drama 
of JOLLY JOE everyevening. All theforiginal effects, 
Beautiful scenery. Tom Dorrington, Miss Eliza Hamil- 
ton ; Nan, Miss L. Collier ; Nelly, Miss Musgrave; Lilly, 
Miss M. Stafford; Joshue, Mr J. Mordaunt; Mrs Chubbs, 
Miss Reynolds ; Old Brads, Mr C. Steyne, Author, Mr 
W. C. Chamberlain; Chouser, Mr E. Campbell; and 
Jolly Joe, Mr E. Giovannelli. The scenery embraces 
the following :—Newgate Market, Cheapside, Westmin- 
ster Bridge, Interior of Fashionable Gambling House, 
and Willesden Junction during a Snowstorm, grand rail- 
way effect. 

Dancing in the grand hall every evening.—Immense 
a forthe summer season. ‘The whole ef the 

autiful gardens redecorated. 

Admission Is., including dancing in the ball-room 
Open every Sunday for promenade, Admission by 
Refreshment Ticket, 6d. Stage-manager, Mr J. Mor- 
daunt ; acting-manager, Mr Hazlewood, jun. 





TO MANAGERS OF THEATRES, 


R CHARLES MIRAM, the well known light 
comedian, being on his voyage to England from 
Australia, where he is expected about the middle of 
March, will_be open to engagements in Town or the 
Provinces. All communications to be addressed to Mr 
CHARLES Mitra, care of W.B., THEATRICAL JOURNAL 
office,2335a, Strand. 





l\0 GENTLEMEN AMATEURS.—A few parts 
vacant. For particulars apply to Mr Thomas Gray, 
1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-sqvare. 





NEW SONGS, 

M0 PROFESSIONAL LADIES AND GENTLE- 
MEN at Concerts and Music Halls.—A great vari- 
ety of NEW SONGS upon all the subjects o7 the 
present day, not having been sung in public, to be dis- 
sed of, written by a celebrated writer. Apply to 
WB., at the THEATRICAL JOURNAL Office, 335m, 
Strand. Songs written upon any subject at a few hours 

notice, 


HE Complimen:ary Benefit of Mr F. HARCOURT 
SAWYER is announced (o jake place on Saturday, 
March 20h, at ‘he GALLERY oF ILLUSTRATION, when 
the following pieces will be played: RETAINED 
FOR THE DEFENCE, Leicester Buckingham s 
comedy of SILVER LINING, and IF I HAD A 
£1000 A-YEAR; supported by Mr F. Harcourt 
Sawyer, Messrs Lionel Yoms, Fred. C. Rolyart, C,. J. 
Braithwaite, W. F. Crawley, J. Huzghes‘on, Marshall, 
and Holloway; Miss Lizzie Harison, Miss Bessie 
Haniison, Miss E)lis Lancaster, Miss Macie Willis, Miss 
Patiie Be”, Miss Emile Bowerman, and Miss A, Hamil- 
ton. Frank Fairleigh, Mr F. Hereourt Sawyer. 
Doors epen at 7, Commence at half-past. Prices of 
admission, 5s, 3s, 2s, and Is, 








[rSTURGEON’S POLITICAL LETTERS to the 
M Trade Unionists, to the Industrial Classee, and - 
‘oC 
and Co., 335, Strand, of whom may also be had ‘ er 
Lays for the newly Enfranchised,” parts 1 and 2, and 
various other Electieneering Songs. 


John Bright, Esq.,M.P. One Penny each. He 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, : 
218, HIGH HOLBORN, ; 


AVING been extirely RE-DECORATED,‘in an elegant and costly stile, worthy in every way of the 
extensive and long-established popularity, are now OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every eveniy 


in the week. 
THE GRAND BAND, 
Unde? the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &e. One Shilling. 
Doors open at Half-past Fight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 











H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform th 
-. Visitors of SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he hus opened the whole of the 

NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
at the above Theatre, for the sale of all kinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale ¢ 


prices .— 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLASS. YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PINT BOTTLES, 64. BASS’S PALE ALE, 64. 
PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d. and 6d. per GLASS. 
BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 
Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 


CORDIALS 
of every description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house, 
All kinds of BISCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices. 


I CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
Ge A new and CONVENIENT REFRESHMENT and RETIRING ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
the Dress Circle. 
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= — Mr J 
PAMPHILION HOTEL, | JALOCUTION—Mr J. C. COWPER, Theatres Roy ff Manager 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, } Drury Lane, Lyceum, Princess’s, Holborn, &, —% having t 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. and for many years leading man at the Theatres Royal plete the 
4 ~ eg Manchester, &c., Pupil of the late gaged tt 
riccmeres r Vandenoff and Mr Samuel Butler, the eminent 
DINNERS A LA CARTE. Tragedians; an associate and pupil of the Rev. Richani genteel 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 12 | Boyle, Professor of elocution London (brother-in-law and nights, 1 
successor s a og ot a an London), & Hester | 
- " . repares Ladies an entlemen for the stage, ani ‘ 
SOUPS, FISH, sh er CUTLETS, AND ae them out when ready, on his provincial eng — 
TRIPE, &ec. ments, For testimonials, terms, &c., 27, VICTORIA i 
ROAD, Kensington. W. an Ys 
pan in the n 
WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. Th 
N N e last 
ee ath Gakie Suiebiieen, TO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. The pic: 
’ aa ™ RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane 
P = gy Rages y vcore Celebrated Stout, and Fine M and Lyveum) oe a first class Wardrobe for hire, —, 
; wes On See ‘own or Country. Terms moderate. 16, Marquis- : “ 
TO MANAGERS, &e. court, Drury-lane, W.C. N.B. Balls and: Masquerades, naivete, 
S Check or Money Taker, Box Keeper, or in any rhe 
similar capacity. A young man wishes for an en-! 5 2 , . er 
gagement as above. References, &e. Address, H. J. \ ——- ben acai S EXHIBITION. = exceller 
1 Ret Ae Life-size Portrait models of JOHN WYCLIFFE 
6, Harrison-street, Gray’s Inn-road 
’ ? y . oF lg of the Scriptures into, English,) = less 
= uy JTHER, JOHN KNOX, and JOHN thoroug 
B. W. WATKINS (B. W. W.) CALVIN, are now to be seen : : 
IN, e ‘ comma 
SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE, Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; extn i 
’ Wright 
PERFORMANCE will take place at the above rooms, Py ys in the morning from eleven a.m. til hits of 
A Theatre early in March, for the Benefit of MuB.W. | 2" %2# fom seven till ten p.m. vanity 
i atkins (A. O, F., Court Artillery, 1975,) familiarly | “== - overdor 
Bi known in Theatrical circles as “B. W. W.,” in testi-| %eioice, ye Children of the Thespian Aut. h 
ih mony — long services to the Amateurs ofthe metropo- AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-— ° wan 
lis as a dramatic critic, and as a mark of their sympathy street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with mende 
for him, as well as an assistance, after his Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform cellent 
recent long illness, and loss of sight. ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. ! attentic 
The pieces to be represented are, RAISING THE large assortment of every necessary for the same, doct . 
WIND, KING JOHN, and The TURNED HEAD, Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follov or. 
in which several good parts are still to be disposed of, | the profession will do well to give Mr. May an orda better. 
upon reasonable terms. The committee (comprised of | for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and pune had a ¢ 
representatives oon Lm every Dramatic Club in wanes Ba Mca: a0 s » Mer. 98 B been fa 
London) meet eve ursday evening at 9 o'clock, atthe © address, Samuel May, 36, Bow-stveet. 
han gs ——— N ne Oxford-street, vo whom oa 5 
ies and gentlemen desirous of taking part in the above | Published every Wednesday Morni tT clock, a 
are requested to apply oweely, oS AS, Sotretary by ey 317 St ona ier ‘oe Saee i“ = on 
aca © 3 » +) ys a ¥ 
_ Amatenss i pte or agra they .~ ut- | To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. Herbe: 
st en n, 10 obtain a Dumper) all communications for the Editor to be f ded tothe Very i 
for their “old and valued friend, Printer, 3354, Strand, W.C., (opposite “ounernst House Lady ! 
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